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Advertifement to the Reader.

«»©*®<»j«^g§ii§&>^<@'^<

•

1

THOSE readers who heard thefollowing Sermons de-

livered, will doubtlefs obferve that fome alterations have

been made in the mode of exprejjion, and thatfome ideas have

been added, efpecially in marginal notes, more fully to com- J
pleat and illnjirate the fenfe offeveral branches of thefub-

jecl ; but they will befatisfied that the general nature, com-

plexion and drefs of the difcourfes remain the fame as when

they heard them.

And thofe readers who have never heard them, will, it

is hoped, perufe them with ferioufnefs andfelfapplication ;

and with a candid belief that the author was not moved to

preach, or to ipuffirfh them by any blameable principle or paf
fion, but by afincere defire to imprefs on the minds ofpeople

truths and confiderations which he deems of the moft indubi-

table reality, magnitude and importance.



EPHESIANS, V. ii.

AND HAVE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH THE UNFRUITFUL WORKS
OF DARKNESS^ BUT RATHER REPROVE THEM.

A:S this day is confecrated to the folemn duties

of humiliation, fafting and prayer, it may be ufeful, in

order to imprefs our minds with fentiments and af-

fections fuitable to the occafton, to confider the eyjj

nature, the deftrucYive tendency and confequences of

fin, as fuggefted and implied in the text, that we may
be the more forcibly deterred from holding any fel-

lowlhip with it, or with others in the coin million of

it, and more ftrongly excited to repent of it in our-

felves, and reprove it in others, both by word and
example.—And as the nature and deftgn of the duties

and fervices of this day require the gr.eateft folemnity,

humility and flncerity, I (hall, therefore, attempt, not

fo much to pleafe your imaginations with beauty of

fentiment and elegance of exprefiion, as to imprefs

and affect your hearts with the plainnefs, fimplicity

and weight of interefting truth—And as I am per-

fuaded 'tis my duty to fpeak with great freedom and
faithfulnefs, fo I hope you will attend with propor-

tionable ferioufnefs, meeknefs and candour ; more
efpecially becaufe our nation feems to be in a fituation

peculiarly critical, interefting and dangerous ; being

threatened with unufual troubles and calamities-

Great and forcible, therefore, are the motives for

coniidering and lamenting our criminal follies and of-

fences before God ; for humiliation, repentance and
reformation ; and for imploring a gracious deliverance

from the guilt and power of our tranfgreilions, and
from their merited impending punifhment.

And tkat we may be excited to the exercife of

thefe affections and duties, let us proceed to the con-



( 4 )
j

fideration of the fubjecl before us by attempting in

the

First place to explain briefly, what we are to un-

cierftand by the unfruitful works of darknefs.

Secondly, What is implied in avoiding all fellow- (

fliip with them, and even reproving them—and
Thirdly, What are the reafons implied and fug-

gefted in the text for avoiding all fuch feliowfhip, and
Fourthly, Conclude with a fuitable application.

We are then in the Jirft place to explain what we
are to underfland by the unfruitful works of dark-

nefs—and
i ft.. By works of darknefs, we are to underftand

in general, works of wickednefs—Darknefs, in the

figurative language of the holy fcriptures, fignifies ig-

norance, error, falfehood, diflimulation and fecrecy
;

alfo fuch fufferings, calamities and judgments, as are

the natural effects, or the deferved correction and
punifhment of iniquity. And although works of dark- 4

nefs may primarily intend nocturnal revelling, lewd-

nefs and debauchery, and other vices which are plot-

ted and concealed under the curtain of darknefs
; yet

that they are not confined to thefe kinds of wicked-

nefs is evident, becaufe the Apoftle, having reminded
the Ephefians in the preceding verfes of various crimes

and offences to which they had been formerly addic-

ted, mentions the idolatry of covetoufnefs amoHg V
them, which is not a fin that neceffarily feeks to hide

itfelf under the veil of fecrecy ; and then adds, Be not

partakers with them : That is, have no communion in

thefe works of wickednefs, nor any feilowfhip with
the perpetrators of them. In like manner he exhorts

the Romans to caft oft the works of darknefs, and put

on the armour of light—And he clearly intimates

what he intended by works of darknefs, by adding in

the next verfe, Let us walk honeftly as in the day,

not in rioting and drunkennefs, not in chambering
and wantonnefs, not in ftrife and envying—Strife and
envying are therefore works of darknefs, as much as
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thofe crimes which are committed under the covert

of fecrecy and darknefs. We are therefore warrant-

ed to comprehend all kinds and degrees of criminal

folly and wickednefs under the general denomination

of works of darknefs. Some fins are aptly termed works
of darknefs on account of their fecrecy, obfcurity and
treachery ; others on account of that impurity, bafe-

nefs and deformity which prompt them to dread the

eyes of man, and hide themfelves from the face of

day. And all deeds of wickednefs are properly term*

ed works of darknefs, becaufe they originate from Sa-

tan the prince of darknefs ; are conceived and cherifli-

ed by the ignorance and error of the human mind ;

break forth in deeds of diforder, deformity and mif-

chief, and naturally terminate in guilt and fhame,

vexation and mifery. And thofe calamities which
naturally fpring from wickednefs, or are the merited

•punifliment of it, are in the figurative flyle of

fcripture called darknefs. Thus the Prophet la-

ments : We waited for light, but behold obfcurity,

for brightnefs, but we walk in darknefs* ; and he
threatens the wicked that they fhall look unto the

earth, and behold trouble and darknefs, dimnefs of

anguifh ; and they fhall be driven to darknefs.f Hence
2dly. Works of wickednefs are called unfruitful,

to exprefs how worthlefs and barren they are of all

real advantage or pleafure. For although they prom-
ife advantage and happinefs, they are deceitful, and
do not fulfill their promifes—or if they afford a kind
of profit and pleafure, they are uncertain, unfatisfy-

ing and momentary ; for the triumphing of the wick-
ed is fhort, and the fweeteft tranfgreflions terminate

in gall and wormwood. St. Paul appeals to the Ro-
man chriftians, whether they had received any advan-
tage from thofe lufls and corruptions in which they
had formerly indulged themfejves. What fruit have
ye in thofe things whereof ye are now afhamed| ?

—

This pointed queflion implies that wickednefs is not
* II aiah iix. y. -f liaUh via- 22. J Horn. *i. 21, 22



( 6 )

only barren of all trifle pleafure and benefit, but that

It ultimately produces a bitter crop of fhame and mif-

ery ; for, adds the Apoftle, the end of thefe things is

death. So that there is a figure in the word unfruit-

ful, by which lefs is expreffed than intended, intimat-
,

ing that the works of darknefs are not fimply unfruit-

ful, but pofitively mifchievous and definitive. They
are of fuch a deluding, infatuating nature, that they
blind and pervert the minds of thofe who commit
them, and while they promife them an harvefl of ad-

vantage and pleafure, they yield to them the bitter

fruits of remorfe and repentance in this world, or the

flill more bitter fruits of mifery and ruin in the world
to come.
Having briefly ftated what we are to underftand

by the unfruitful works of darknefs, we proceed ia

the 4;
-

Second place to confider what is implied in avoid-

ing all fellowfhip with them, and in rather reproving

them.
And it implies in xhtflrji place, that we fhould en-

tertain no friendly affection for fin, or indulge or che-

rifh in our hearts any delire or inclination to the

commhTion of any kind of wickednefs, but fliould

abhor and deteft it, and even fhun the very appear-

ance of evil. Sin is altogether evil ; 'tis the natural

fource and meritorious caufe of all calamity ; 'tis of- *J

,

fenfive to God, and injurious to our neighbour and
purfelves. We have therefore the utmoft reafon to

abhor and avoid it. And we inuft have a difpofition

to do this, or we never fhall abftain from all fellowfhip

with iniquity. For if we do not hate fin as evil in its

own nature, though we may abftain from the open
and atrocious acls of wickednefs, yet we fhall be guil-

ty of the exercife of it in our hearts and affections,

and fhall be in danger of the commiflion of actual

tranfgreffiont ; or at icafl of a fecret propenfity towards

thofe vices which we dare not praclife, and of coun-

tenancing and encouraging them in others, and fo of
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holding a degree of fellowfhip with them In their in-

iquity.

And this hatred and opposition to fin in our hearts,

will imply true repentance. For can we deny that

we are all finners ? Have we not been chargeable with

criminal exercifes and actions ? If therefore we are in-

fpired with a juft hatred of fin, if we are difpofed to

abhor and renounce it, as wicked, odious and hurt-

ful, we fliall be impreffed with an unfeigned forrow

that we have been guilty, in fo many inftances, of

omitting that which is good, and doing that which is

evil. And we fliall lament our tranfgreffions before

God, and condemn ourfelves for having been fo fool-

ifli and criminal ; and this will excite us to implore

his forgivenefs through Jefus Chrifl ; to refolve upon
an effectual reformation, and a more conftant and uni-

verfal practice of the duties of virtue and holinefs,

and to frequent and earneft fupplication to God that

he would enable us by his fpirit and grace, to execute

thefe refolutions.—Now unlefs we are the fubjects of
thefe internal principles and affections with refpect to

fin, we fliall not fincerely and effectually abflain from
all fellowfhip with it, or with thofe who are the per-

petrators of it, nor cordially and zealoufly difcourage

and reprove it wherever we difcover it, whether in

ourfelves or our neighbours, For as the heart and
affections are the srreat fource and foring of all our ac-

tions, fo thefe will correfpond in their nature to our
internal difpofition, and confequently a principle of
hatred to fin and love to holinefs, deeply rooted in pur
hearts, is the only fure and effectual fpring of our al>

ftaining from all kinds of fellowfhip with wickednefs-
sdly. Abstaining from all fellowfhip with the

works of darknefs, implies that we fhould not only
abftain from fome, but from all kinds and degrees of
wickednefs. We cannot indeed expect to be perfect-

ly free from fin, whfcl we continue in this world ; we
fhall be fubject, while here below, to many criminal

infirmities and imperfections \ and always liable to be
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•• feduced and furprized into the commiffion of fin by
furrounding temptations. But we have no licence to

commit any fin ; and the commands of God require

us to abftain from all iniquity. And we may attain

to a determined hatred and oppoiition to all lip, and
to a freedom from the voluntary indulgence of all

known wickednefs. And therefore if we indulge
ourfelves in the practice of deliberate wilful wicked-
nefs, we can have no fcriptural evidence that^we are

fincere chriftians, or have any genuine hatred at all

to the deeds of darknefs. But there are fome perfons,

and we have reafon to fear their number is not fmall,

who, though they abftain from fome fins, to which
they are not fo much impelled by inclination or inter-

eft, or from which they are deterred by fear of dif*

grace, lofs or punifhment, yet indulge themfelves in

others, with little reluctance or regret. But this muft
be exceedingly criminal and dangerous, and proves

that they are very far from complying with the pre-

cept in the text, to hold no fellowfhip with the un-

fruitful works of darknefs. And we can have little

reafon to compliment ourfelves with the flattering

idea of our virtue, of our obedience to the commands
of God, or of any well founded profpect of future

peace and bleffednefs, becaufe we abftain from fome
iins, and praclife fome duties, if at the fame time we
indulge ourfelves in the allowed practice of feveral

kinds of known wickednefs, and in the omifiion of

what we cannot but know to be our duty. Nor can

we excufe ourfelves by fhutting our eyes againft the

light, and remaining in ignorance of what, in many
cafes, is right or wrong, Tin or duty. If we really

hate fin, and fmcerely defire to avoid all fellowfhip

with every kind and degree of it, and to practife their

oppofite duties and virtues, we fhall be folicitoufly

critical and diligent in examining every object, action,

or purfuit propofed to our choice, fo far as may be

neceflary to determine whether it be wife or unwife,

good or evil. If from a neglect of fuch examination
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we have been deceived and mifguided ; and if we have

adopted and profecuted criminal meafures and adions

thro' ignorance and mifapprehenfion,in cafes where v. e

might have been better informed, if we would have

taken proper pains to obtain and improve the means
of information, we are certainly by no means excuf-

able—Or even if we have had the means of fuificient

information, and have attended to them with fome
degree of care and diligence, and yet were blinded and
led aftray into folly and wickednefs by the force of

evil prejudices and corrupt paffions, we cannot reafon-

ably plead exemption from great blame and defert of

puni&rnent—For thefe evil paffions and prejudices,

by which we have been deluded and perverted, being

finful in themfelves, can never excufe the errors and
vices which have refulted from them as their natural

confequences and effects. Were not the Jews guilty

of the moil aggravated wickednefs in crucifying the

Son of God ? and yet they did it through ignorance $

they did not know that he was the Lord of Life and
Glory—-But their ignorance did by no means excufe

their crime, becaufe they committed it in the exercife

of wicked prejudices and paffions ; and becaufe they

might have known that Jems was the Son of God, if

they would have attended impartially to the evidence

of his divine chara&er and million ; or if, through pre-

judice and paffion, they had not willfully fhut their

eyes againft it. Thofe therefore who would avoid all

fellowlhip with the works, and the workers of ini-

quity, mufti and if they are honeft and faithful they

*will9 be careful and affiduous in examining, difcover*

ing and determining what are, and what are not real

works of darknefs, and who are, and who are ?iot the

perpetrators of them.
3dly. If we would comply with the exhortation in

the text, we muft abftain from all fellowfhip with the

works of darknefs in our words and difcourfejj-—In.

B
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deed if we hate and avoid the indulgence of fin in our'

hearts, we fhall be likely to avoid it in our language.

It is, however, of great importance to be cautious and
vigilant againfl all vanity, foolifhnefs and profanity in

converfation ; againfl uttering falfhood, detraction,

fcandal, ram and groundlefs cenfures and reproaches

againfl our neighbour. Perfonswho hate fin in their

hearts, do not always hate it, and guard againfl it in

their words, with that care and watchfulnefs which
the evil and malignity of it demand ; and therefore

they are in danger, from the force of felf-interefl, pre-

judice or paflion, or from an overheated zeal againfl

what they deem bafe, ungrateful, perfidious, cruel and
impious, of exprefling themfelves againfl thefe evils,

with a bitternefs, rafhnefs and feverity unbecoming
that fpirit of meeknefs and benevolence, which the

gofpel requires. There are, indeed, fom-e crimes and
vices either fo fordid and brutal, or fo impious and
abominable, that it feems almofl impoffible to paint

them in colours too dark and dreadful, or to exprefs

our abhorrence of them, and indignation againfl them
with too great flrength and feverity of language But
all crimes and vices are not of this nature. . And our
neighbour may be guilty, through ignorance and in-

firmity, of faults and failings, which though criminal,

do not deferve to be cenfured with fo much vehe-

mence and afperity. We ought to examine* the con-

duct of our neighbours and fellow-citizens, with cool-

nefs and impartiality, and to be convinced, upon fuf-

ficient evidence, that they are really as unreafonable

and criminal, as they are, by fome reprefented, before

we undertake to cenfure and condemn them. For if

we mould happen to be influenced in our cenfures

and reproaches by corrupt prejudice and pafiion, or

by. giving a too eafy credit to the reports and clamors ;

of thofe perfons, who from wicked principles and de-

figns, are dii'pofed to blacken the characters and con-

duct of their neighbours, we mould be guilty of hold-

ing fellowfhip with them in their falfhood and rnalev-.
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plence ; and this is a crime that we are not likely to

efcape without particular vigilance—For it cannot be

denied that detraction and defamation, or the circu-

lating of vile reports, and evil furmizes concerning

men of worthy characters, is a fin too deplorably

prevalent : So that even men of honefi intentions, are

in danger of being enfnared by the artful and vicious,

into the commifiion of it.

We mould alfo be on our guard againft all conver-

fation that even borders upon prorane jeiling, and
trifling with facred things ; or which bears upon it

any tincture of wantonneis or impurity. 'Tis a inanie,

laid the Apoftle, in the verfe immediately following

the text, even to fpeak of thofe things which are done
of the wicked in fecret-—And if men of pure and del-

icate minds, who hate fin in their hearts, and iincere-

iy condemn it as vile and abominable, are notwith-

standing in danger of being drawn in to fpeak unad-
vifedly with their lips ; how much greater is the dan-

ger of thofe who have no real averlion to iniquity ?

They muft be extremely expofed to utter the language

of artifice and falfhood, lewdnefs and impiety ; to treat

the name, the truths and ordinances of God with
great indecency and profanity, not to fay contempt
and outrage. They muft be in imminent danger of

being feduced by corrupt paffions and powerful temp-

tations, to go very criminal lengths in holding feilow-

fhip with £he wicked^ in uttering the language of pro-

fanity and impurity ; of reproach, calunihy
?
bitternefs,

and revenge againil their fellow creatures. I do not

fay that all who do not hate iniquity in their hearts
s

are actually guilty of thefe crimes ; but I fay they are

in great danger of being thus guilty. For what
fhould prevent them, when they are ftrongly prompted
to it by provocation or temptation, feeing they do
not, in their liearts, habitually abhor all fu.ch wicked-
neis ? They ought therefore to be deeply feniible of
the duty and importance of obtaining a better fpirit of

mind, aad of praying earnestly and frequently to the
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God of all grace, that it may be wrought in them by
the truth and energy of his word and fpirit—And
whatever may be the predominant difpofition of their

minds, they ought by no means to give utterance to

criminal and mifchievous fentiments and paflions ; to

do this will render them guilty of a double and ag-

gravated wickednefs ; inafmuch as the expreflion of

fuch fentiments and paflions in language, tends to

cherifh and flrengthen the power and prevalence of

them in their own minds, and to pervert and debauch
the minds of others, and by this method to diffufe

criminal and pernicious principles and opinions far

and wide, to the fubveriion of allfundamental truths

and virtues, and the great injury and diforder of fo-

ciety civil and religious. For if any perfon be an en-

emy to true religion, to found morality and to good
government, and give himfelf a liberty to vent and
propagate his enmity and oppofition to them in con-

vention, in fpecious and delufive arguments and ob-

jections, he may be instrumental, by fuch a conduct,

of doing infinite mifchief to the caufe of virtue and
religion, and to the order and happinefs of civil fo-

ciety. I do not aifert that all fceptics and infidel phi-

lofophers are knowingly and intentionally aiming at

the injury and ruin of human virtue and happinefs,

but I venture to affert, that whoever oppofes, con-

demns, and endeavours to fubvert the religion, the

morality, the laws and government of his country,

unlefs they are effentially and obvioufly corrupt and
oppreffive, is evidently guilty of holding fellowfhip

with the works of dafknefs, and that we ought to

guard againfl his principles and practice, and ftudi-

oufly avoid them, as we would a deadly peflilence, or

an over-whelming deftruction. But thefe obferva-

tions mould not be confined to any particular fpecies

of iniquity, inafirmch as all fins of every kind and de-

gree, whether they be more directly againfl God, our
neighbour or ourfelves ; whether they be more public

or private, againfl focieties or individuals, are works
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of darknefs, they originate from darknefs and dclufion,

they tend to produce darknefs, diforder and nailery*

and therefore hoone ought to hold anyfellowfliip with

them, but every one ought to condemn, di (courage,

and endeavour to fupprcfs them, in the whole tenor

of his converfation. And
4thly. As we ought not to hold fellowfliip witH

wickednefsin our hearts or in our language, fo weought
more efpecially to avoid all communion with it in our

practice. To favour it in our hearts, to encourage it

with our lips is highly criminal, but to promote and

encourage it by our practice is additionally criminal-

All practical irreligion, profanity and impiety, all in-

temperance, revelling and debauchery, all falihood^

injuftjce, oppreflion, crueky, treachery, fedition, trea-

fon and rebellion, are emphatically works of darknefs
?

deeds of wickednefs and folly > and to practife them,

is to have fellowfliip with them, and to be joint pari

takers with thofe who commit them, in their wicked-

nefs, guilt and infamy. I cannot entertain an idea of

my hearers fo diihonourable to their character, as to

ifuppofe any of them fiupid, iliamefefs and profligate

enough profefTedly to approve, jufiify or vindicate any
of the crimes and vices which have been juit now men-
tioned : They will confequently agree with the Apoftle

in the text, and with the preacher who is difcuiiing it,

that they are all works of darknefs ; that they are dark,

crooked, vile and mifchievous practices, and therefore

no one ought to venture upon the com million of
tbern, or allow himfelf in the leaft degree to purine
them, but to renounce all fellowfhip with them, and
communion in them with the utmoil deteftation and
abhorrence—And fo far as any one has been feduced
and betrayed into the commifiion of any of them, by
the force of his own corruptions, or the arts and al-

lurements of the Prince of darknefs, or his emiffarks a

He ought to reflect upon it with the deepefe regret
and repentance, to implore the forgivenefs of God
through Jefus Chrift, and to refolve' (fiat by the help
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of his grace he will conduct for the future with a de?

fennined watchfulnefs, wifdoni and virtue.

But 'tis not enough that we renounce all fellowT
JBip with wickednefs ourfelves, we ihould alfo in the

5th place, ufe all proper means and exertions to in-

duce others to do it—And efpecially mould we abftam
from affording them any fupport, countenance or enT

couragement, in any corrupt and wicked pafiions, de-

signs and practices.

It will not be denied that there are thofe, who,
not content with practifmg wickednefs themfelves,

entice and encourage others to join with them in it.

They want their fupport, influence and afliftance, and
therefore, by various means and artifices, draw them
in to be joint partakers with them in their crimes and
yices. Error and wickednefs love company ; 'tis of-

ten the ezfe that they cannot accomplifh their purpofes

without it. If any perfons have adopted capital and
dangerous errors in religion ancl morality, they are

often very zealous and active in making profelytes to

their fentiments. And they do this not from motives

of benevolence, not becaufe they are fatisfied that it

would be, really for the advantage of their neighbours,

:ind for the benefit of fociety in general to adopt their

fentiments, but they want to keep themfelves in coun-

tenance* ; For the more perfons they can perfuade to

adopt their tenets, the more they are ftrengthened in

fhe belief and in the open profeilion of them. Befides

ilxcy may have fo.rne fchemes of ambition, intereft or

pleafure to accomplifh, for which purpofe a belief of

their errors is neceifary, and therefore they are felicit-

ous to perfuade others into this belief, that they may
join and affift them in the accomplifhment of their

projects

.

'

'

* It is not improbable that the propagators ot en or frequently

imagine that they are moved by a principle of benevolence : But

mult it not be an uri.reafona.hIe ftretch of cttarity to hifpofe tha{

pi? tons are moved by btnevoierice to propagate thole dangerous

trror- which initeaci of bti lg beneficial to mankind, tend direclly

to their HiiUn and ruin r
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Many crimes and vices are of fuch a nature that

they cannot be profecuted without company and aififi>

ance. Complicated projects of fraud, oppreffion, rob-

bery and plunder, require numbers to carry them in-

to execution. The principal authors of thefe projects

will therefore endeavour to entice others to unite

with them in the execution of them. Rioting, gam-
ing, and debauchery cannot be practifed -without com*
pany. Plotting, fedition and rebellion againft govern-

ment, require numbers to unite in their accomplifli-

ment ; and hence the promoters and fomenters of
thefe crimes, ufe all their fubtilty and influence to

draw in, not onlv the wicked, but the ignorant and
unfufpecting, to join them in their iniquitous and de-

structive confpiracies—They endeavour by various

artful fuggeftions and mifreprefentations to imprefs

the minds of thofe who will liften to them with a be-

lief that their rulers are deftkute of wifdom, integrity

and faithfulnefs ; that they have a deiign to deprive

them of liberty and property, and to opprefs and en-

flave them. And thus they ftir them up to i3jfpicion f

enmity and oppofition to all order and good govern-

ment, and excite them to meafures tending to -plunge

the ftate into the moil miferable condition of anarchy

and confufion.—And this they do, not from that be.-

nevolence to the people, or concern for their rights

and liberties, by which they pretend to be actuated*

but to gratify their own pride, avarice or refentix>.em%

or that they may affume the power and wealth of the

nation into their own hands for the promotion of

their own ambition, pleafure and parade. But as all

thefe crimes of irreugion,injuftice. rioting, treachery,

fedition and rebellion,' are works of darknefs, and ,ev.*

cry one is bound by the laws of God, by the obligations

of virtue, and the refpect and concern due to the or-

der, fafety and happinefs of fociety, to have no fellow-

ship with them, or grant them any countenance or en-

couragement, he lhould not only avoid them him*
felf, but difcourage all others from being partners in
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them—For it is not enough that a perfon abftasng

from the actual commiffiori of wickednefs himfelf, he
is bound to diffuade and prevent all others, as far as

poflible, from having any communion with it—But if

in (lead of this, he encourage and prompt them, even
fecretly and indirectly, to the neglect of piety and vir-

tue, and the cornmimon of crimes and vices, he is juft-

ly chargeable with being a partaker with them in

their wickednefs. But is there nqt deplorable reafon

to apprehend that there are perfons, who while they
abftain from the actual practice of impiety and wick-
ednefs themfelves, encourage and excite others to tire

convmiflion of them ? They are too prudent and cau*

tioiis to appear openly in the practice of fuch deeds ot
dar'knefs ; they are unwilling to expofe themfelves to

the difgface or punifhment in which fuch conduct
might involve them ; and therefore they prompt and
employ others to be tools and agents for the accom-
plishment of their corrupt purpofes—By many dark
and fubtil intrigues and ftratagems, they pervert and
beguile not only the reftlefs and mifchievous, but the

uninformed and credulous, and prompt them to op-

pofe and deftroy truth and righteoufnefs, peace, order

and government, under the pretence of combating and
in pprefllng error, opprefiion, ufurpation and tyranny.

If thofe who are thus made the dupes of the immorai,

the irreligious and the ambitious, were well aware of

the nature, the tendency and probable IfTue of their

proceedings, they would, at lead many of them, re-

nounce them with abhorrence ; but being deceived

and mifguided, by thofe who act behind the curtain,

they fondly imagine they are doing fervice to the caufe

of truth and virtue, liberty and happinefs, when in

reality they are taking the moft direct and certain

methods to fubvert and deftroy them—yet they are

criminal for permitting themfelves to be thus deceiv-

ed and mifguided ; becaufe they might know the na-

ture and tendency of their conduct if they would but

attend to the means of information ; and 'tis hard to
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conceive that tlicy would ever engage in fuch meafures

if they were not in a degree predifpofed to it by certain

criminal principles and pailions. But thofe who in-

iligate and encourage them are by far the moil blame-

able, even though they take no direel and active part

in thefe pernicious proceedings, becaufe they know
the nature, defign and tendency of them, and are, in-

deed, the prime inventers and promoters of their ex-

igence, operation and progrefs ; and are therefore

principally chargeable with the finfulnefs and guilt of

holding fellowfhip with the moil mifchievous and de-

teftable works of darknefs.

But fome may flatter themfelves that they have a

fufficient plea of juilification, becaufe they neither en-

gage in thefe works of wickednefs themfelves, nor en-

courage others to engage in them. They do not wifli

to concern themferves with the affairs of other people,

nor involve themfelves in party difputes and conten-

tions. They conceive it moil fafe and prudent to

remain filent, and permit every one to take the courfe

moil agreeable to his intereft and inclination. But
will this cold and filent neutrality fland the tell of

prudence or patriotifm ? Can it be juflified upon the

principles of reafon, benevolence or interefl ? If the

flames have begun to kindle on your neighbour's

houfe, can you keep filence and be innocent ? If your
neighbour is running into certain deftruclion, are you
not bound, if poffible, to prevent him ? If you have
reafon to believe that a company of ruffians have for-

med a defign to deprive him of his property and peace,

his life or liberty, are you not bound to warn him of

his danger, and afliil him with your counfels and ex-

ertions to prevent or repell it ? Silence, in many cafes,

may look like giving confent to error and wickednef ;,

or a tacit encouragement to the authors of them. If

therefore we hear a neighbour, or a fellow-citizen dis-

puting againfl truth and righteoufnefs, in a manner
that fhews he has adopted, or is in danger of adopting

C
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fuck principles as am dangerous and deftru&ive to fe«*

ligion and virtue, and even to his own and others

falvation, (hall we hold our peace ? If we fee or hear

another ridiculing ftrict morality and religion, and
jeering at whatever is deemed facred and holy, mall

we be iilent ? If we obferve a third curling and fwear-

ing, and abufing the holy name of his maker, Ihall we
remain unconcerned hearers of fuch bold impiety ? If

we fee others violating the fabbath, neglecting or pro*

faning both the day and the ordinances of God, by
fpending it in idlenefs, amufement, bufinefs or pleafure,

mail we forbear to remonftrate to them upon their

conduct, and to convince them, if poilible, of its cri-

minal and pernicious tendency and confequences ? If

others are chargeable with fraud, injuftice, cruelty and
opprellion, are they tt> be regarded with indifference ?

If numbers around us are thoughtlefs, vicious and ex-

travagant ; if nominal chriilians, and fuch as have re-

cognized the facred bonds and obligations of God's
covenant, are covetous, worldly, fenfual, and even in

a degree diffolute in their moral converfation, is no-

thing to be faid to them or done for them to rouze

them to ferious confideration, and to excite them to

repentance and reformation ? Is it enough in all thefe

cafes to avoid approving and countenancing the fol-

lies and vices which have been mentioned ? Does not

our text, and do not reafon and fcripture, charity and
faithfulnefs, declare with one voice, that we ought to

reprove them, and to reftrain them, as far as it can be

done with propriety and juftice ? And if all other im-

moralities and vices ought to be difcountenaaced and
retrained by frowns and reproofs, what fhall we fay

of the faults, the crimes, the indignities which are

committed againft the morality, the religion, the ho-

nour, fafety and happinefs of our country ?—muft we
pafs by thefe with fiient indifference ? If we hear any
of our acquaintance or fellow citizens complaining and
caviling againft our government, reproaching and con-

demning its nieafures and regulations, ceniuring and
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vilifying its minifters, and reprefenting them as weak
or wicked—corrupt and opprefiive, aiming by infidi-

ous and artful plans and meafures, to opprefs and en-

flave the people, and to enrich and aggrandize them-
felves at the expence of their conftituents—when we
hear fuch things as thefe flyiy infinuated or boldly af-

ferted, can we believe them ? Can we believe that thofe

men whom we once honored, admired and efteemed,

as the wifeft, the nobleft, the moft virtuous and fpirit-

ed patriots and friends of their country, who have
fuftained innumerable labors, and braved innumerable

dangers, to procure, eftablifh and preferve its liberty,

independence and happinefs—can we believe that thefe

men are all at once become fools and knaves and trait-

ors-—and that we owe more refpeel:, gratitude and
confidence to flrangers, to men of yefterday, and even

to the intriguing agents of a foreign Republic, which
has treated us with perfidy, ©ppreffion and cruelty,

than to thefe long-tried friends and faviours of our
country ? Is it poffible that any perfons can believe

thefe falfe, groundlefs and wicked infmuations and re-

proaches ? And if they hear them vented and aiferted,

can they, ought they to hear them with patience and
iilenee r Ought they not, if poilible, to frown them
out of countenance, and to bear an unequivocal tefti-

mony againft them ? For what fays our text ? Have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darknefs, but
rather reprove them.

But are we all then to fet up for reprovers and re-

fermers of the follies and vices of our neighbours, and
of each other ? It may be anfwered, yea, in a certain

manner and degree. There are various methods of

reproving faults, follies and vices—and although ev-

ery perfon is neither qualified nor called to become a

reprover in the moil precife and proper fenfe of the

word
;

yet all may be reprovers in one or other of
thofe ways which are now to be immediately mention-

ed.
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And if we would be fuitable and fuccefsful reprov-

ers of criminal folly and wickednefs, we mull in the

id place begin with ourfelves. This kind of char-

ity may with great propriety begin at home. 'Tis our
duty to conllder and examine the ftate and character

of our own hearts and actions—faithfully and impar-

tially to enquire, difcover and determine, what is truth

and error, wife and foolifh, good and evil, with regard

to ourfelves ; and having; become fatisfied and deter-

mined upon thefe points, then we fhould compare our
own fpirit and conduct with the right and the wrong
we have discovered, and fee how far they agree with
the one or with the other—And fo far as we find we
have neglected the right and followed the wrong, we
fhould rebuke and condemn ourfelves with the utmoft
faithfulnefs and feverity. We fhould here admit of

no fhuffling, no excufes, or felf-junifying pleas, but
with the greateft honeity and impartiality con-

demn and abhor our own fins and vices,and commence
againft them, a fixed, a determined and everlafting en-

mity and warfare—We iliould repent of them, hum-
ble ourfelves before God for them—earneftly implore

his forgivenefs in the name of Jefus Chrifl, and the

communication of all that grace and ftrc ngth which
are neceflary to crucify anddeftroy them, and to live,

for the future, lives of exemplary piety and virtue.

—

And when we have thus obtained, in fome good mea*
fure, peace with God, and peace in our own confci-

encies, a facred regard to God's honor and religion,

and a ipirit of juftice, meeknefs and charity towards

our neighbour, then we mall be prepared to reprove

his faults and vices, with humility and benevolence,

united with prudence, faithfulnefs and resolution

—

But if every one who has fome degree of this fpirit of

piety and charity, be not warranted to fet up for a

formal reprover, yet he may in one way or other, test-

ify his diilike and averfion to vice and fooiiihnefs

—

He can feel, he can manifcft in his countenance, in his

gefture and actions, his concern, Lis unealinefs and
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difguft at whatever is contrary to truth and decency,

piety and righteoufnefs—rBut if he be a man of know-
ledge and prudence, of influence and authority, he can

point out to the offender, at a proper time and place,

his prejudices, his errors and vices ; with the nature,

the finfulnefs, an4 the pernicious and fatal tendency
of his proceedings ; he can remonftrate againfl them,
and exhort and perfuade the offender with all the

force of argument and affection, to confideration, to

repentance and reformation-—A father, a teacher, a
mailer, a fuperior, can perform ail this, with great

propriety towards his children, his pupils, his domef-
tics, and thofe who confefs themfelves his inferiors

—

But I cannot now defcend to particular inftruclions

upon this point— Wifdom, humility, meeknefs, and a
benevolent concern for the benefit of individuals and
focieties, will teach men better than a thoufand pre*

cepts, how they ought to bear a proper teftimony a-

gainlt ail error, folly and wickednefs.

But that mode of reproof, which is, perhaps, molt
unexceptionable and perfuafive, and which, every one
who is difpofed to be virtuous and ufeful, will purfue,

is, Letting an example in his own conduct of whatever
is right, laudable, and important to be done by others.

It is a common obfervation, that example has much
more influence than precept. Let us then, if we
would reprove and difcountenance every thing wrong
and vicious in others, avoid it ourfelves, and maintain
a courfe of fteady, uniform, unaffected prudence, vir-

tue and piety in our own conduct—Let our action k

teitify that we have a cordial, a facred regard to God
and religion, to righteoufnefs and charity ; and to the
order, the fafety, the honor and profperity of civil

fociety and government. Let us fear God, reverence
his word, treat rulers and magifirates with honor and
decency, and pay a mitable reipect and fubmifliori to

every ordinance of man for the Lord's fake. This
will tend as much, or more than every thing elfe, to

fhame, to difcourage and fupprefs diibrder and wick-



( 22 )

ednefs, and to promote private and public peace, regu.
larity and happinefs-r—A goodly number, and efpecially

a large and decided majority of men of this character,

would be an indiflbluble band of brethren ; an hoft of
heroes, an impregnable bulwark againft all the fecret

or open operations and attacks pf darknefs and error,

of intrigue, artifice and wickednefs.

Let me add, finally, that another excellent and
effectual method of reproving and difcouraging error

and wickedngfs,, is to carry them, by prayer and fup-

plication, before the tribunal of God, and befeech him
to take them under his management and cpnfxoul.

When they have become fo prevalent, fo overbearing

and outrageous that human wifdom, power and au-

thority cannot reftrain their force and violence, then

our only refource is in God ; He can with infinite eafe

flafh upon the minds of the wicked fuch a clear con?

viclion of their finfulnefs, their guilt and danger, as

will effectually difpofe them to a cordial repentance

and reformation : Or he can fpeak to them with the

voice of thunder, make them tremble at his prefence,

and fhrink down into their own littlenefs as worthlefs

worms of the duft—He can hedge up their way with
thorns, turn their counfeis into foolifhnefs, and blaft

all their projects in a moment. Thus Hezekiah pray*

cd before the Lord and faid, O Lord God of Ifrael,

that dwelleft between the cherubims, thou art the God,
even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth ;

thou haft made heaven and earth—Lord bow down
thine ear and hear, open, Lord, thine eyes, and fee ;

and hear the words of Sennacherib which hath fent

him to reproach the living God. Now therefore, O
Lord our God, I befeech thee fave us out of his hand,

that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that

thou art the Lord God, even thou only*-—The Lord
heard him,and fent an overwhelming deftruction upon
his impious enemies.

Not only the wife and powerful, but the aged and
* 2 Kings, xxix, 15, 16, 19.
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infirm, females and children, may eminently fcrve

the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs, of private and
public fafety and happinefs, by offering up to God in

its favor their fincere and earneft prayers and fupplx-

cations : For he regardeth the cry of the humble, and
doth not forget their prayer—he heareth them when
they call upon him, and faveth them,out of their dif-

treifes. And we may conclude the prefent difcourfe

by obferving that fuch prayers are highly fuitable and
neceffary at this day of darknefs and difficulty—when
there is too much reafon to lament that fo many are

inclined to hold a dangerous and criminal fellowships

in a greater or fmaller degree, with the unfruitful

works of darknefs. Alas for them ! they confider not
that the darknefs of error and fin, lead directly to the

darknefs of mifery and ruin—Involved in darknefs,

they do not difcover the criminal nature, and the fa-

tal tendency of vicious and infidel principles and prac-

tices—'They are to be pitied as well as cenfured for

their fpirit and conduct—That they do not fee that

an indulgence to pride, vanity and extravagance, to

error, infidelity, indifference and averfion to the fer-

vice and worfhip of God, the doctrines, ordinances

and bleffings of the gofpel, and a propenfity to fenfu-

ality, intemperance and ingratitude for the numerous
and diftinguifhing favors of heaven ; and efpecially

for the bleffings of mild, equitable and efficient laws

and government, are faults and vices, exceedingly

blameable and ruinous—That they are blindly purfu-

ing fuch practices as tend directly to plunge themfelves

and their country down a dreadful precipice into a

gulph of unfpeakable diforder and mifery. Let us

then repent, and pray that the darknefs of fin may be

diffipated, that it may not overwhelm us with the

darknefs of mifery—and that God would give us the

light of knowledge, virtue, unmolefted peace, liberty

and profperity—through the merits of Jefus Chrift, to

whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, be endlefs

praifcs. AMEN.
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Sermon II.
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EPHESIANS, V. ii.

AND HAVE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH THE UNFRUITFUL WORKS
OF DARKNESS, BUT RATHER REPROVE THEM.

I,F the fun, moon and ftars were all blotted out

from the fair face of heaven, our condition would be
unfpeakably gloomy and miferable ; but if all the light

of moral and religious truth were extinguiflied from
the world, our condition would be ftill more gloomy
and miferable. Perhaps all will not readily believe

this aflertion. But if they would lufficiently eonfider

the fubjecl:, they muft be convinced of the truth of

it. For moral and fpiritual truth and goodnefs are

the light, the life and happinefs of the foul ; but ig-

norance, error and fin, are its darknefs, its death and
ruin. Therefore the means and mealures which God
has employed to preferve and revive the light of truth

and holinefs, have been apparently much more won-
derful and illuftrious than thofe vvhich he has employ-

ed to fupport and cherifli the natural light. The moil

eminent minifter of truth and goodnefs which God
has employed for expelling error and wickednefs from
the world, is his own dear ion, our Lord Jems ChrifL

He came into the world to save light and lire to man-
i • •

kind. And the truths, promifcs, precepts and bene-

fits, of his gofpel having; been diifuied, in a great mea-
I)
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fore throughout the earth, have hada powerful effecl*

In difpelling the darknefs and finfulnefs in which it

was involved. But the powers of delufions and wick-

ednefs Hill operate in the world, and oppofe and en-

deavour todeftroythe influence and prevalence of truth

and goodnefs, and to introduce the reign of error and
fin, of darknefs and death. We are required, there-

fore, as we regard the honour of God, the benefit of

man, and the purity, fafety and happinefs of our own
fouls, not to encourage the works of darknefs, the

deeds of falfhood and wickednefs ; nor to have any
affection for them or fellowfhip with them : What
this fellowfhip is, and what is implied in abftaining

from it, and holding no communion with the deeds

of darknefs, but in rather reproving them by all means
calculated to difcountenance and fupprefs them, we
have already confidered.

But perhaps fome may be ready to enquire what
neceflity there is for all this care and labor and folici-

tude to oppofe and fupprefs thofe paffions and actions

which are denominated works of darknefs ? Why is it

not as well to let mankind alone, and fuffer them to

chufe and purfue fuch principles and practices as they

pleafe, and not attempt to refirain or confine them to

a contrary fyftem ? Would it not be better to permit

them the enjoyment of full liberty to think and act. as

they judge will be moft conducive to their own benefit

and happinefs ? To fuch queries, if we can fuppofe any
perfons inclined to propofe them, we may anfwer by
confidering in the

Third place the reafons implied and fuggefted in

the text, why we fhould avoid all fellowfhip with the

unfruitful works of darknefs, but rather reprove them.
Thefe reafons are included in the two epithets which
are given to thefe works, viz. that they are darknefs,

and that they are unfruitful.

i ft. They are dark works, or works of darknefs
;

becaufe, as we have already obferved, they are works
of ignorance, error and delufton. He who works or
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walks in darknefs, does not well know what he is do-

ing or whither he is going. He is liable to work
wrong, and to wander aftray y to do mifchief and run
into danger, while he imagines he is doing good, and
walking in fafety. So he who is doing evil, is, in a

moral fenfe, working and travelling in darknefs. His

fins are founded in ignorance and error. For he does

not know, or duly confider whence they come, whom
they injure, or to what hTue they tend.

He is ignorant or inconliderate from whence his

works of darknefs originally proceed. He does not
fufficiently confider that they come from the Devil,

who is emphatically ftyled the Prince of darknefs ;

and who is the original author and promoter of all

wickednefs. The Devil having rebelled againfl God,
and become a finful, guilty, miferable creature* is full

of enmity to God, and man. He labors to oppofe

and overthrow God's plans of wifdom, holinefs and
mercy ; and being full of envy and malice againft

mankind, he ufes every exertion of power and artifice

to tempt and betray them into- fin, guilt and mifery.

He would be glad to root out and expell every plant

and fpark of truth and goodnefs, religion and liberty,

peace and happinefs from the world, and turn it into

a ftage of vice, confufion, wretchednefs and ruin per*

fectly refembling his own infernal abode. But as he
cannot accomplish his defigns by power, conftraint and
violence,- therefore he endeavours to do it, by fubtilty

and deceit ; by fuch falfe fuggeftions, fuch artful

temptations and allurements as are adapted to infku

cnce the appetites and pafiions of men, and lead them
to the commiflion of wickednefs, under the delufive

idea of doing right, and aiming at true honour, fafe*

ty and happinefs. He endeavours to perfuade them
that there is little or no evil in violating the laws of
God—Or if there be any evil in doing it, yet no cal-

amity or punifhment will ever overtake them for fuch
violations. Thus he deceived our firft parents by af-

furing and perfuading them that they mould not fure-
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ly die, if they did trartfgrefs the command of God.-

And thus he endeavours to deceive and feduce their

pofterity. And when they comply with his tempta-

tions, 'tis, at leaft.in part, through ignorance and in-

confideration. They do not reflect from whence thefe

temptations come. They conceive them to be the

operations and inventions of their own minds, and
that a compliance with them will be productive of

benefit and happinefs, and hence they proceed to in-

dulge them, till they are convinced by their own for-

rowfu! experience, that they have been deceived and
feduced by the fpirit of darknefs to their own fhame r

vexation and mifery. It is neither neceffary nor pof-

fible to trace, and declare the numerous arts and ftrat-

agems which Satan uies to feduce, to injure and de-

ftroy mankind. But 'tis fuhicientto affert in general,

that as he is our mortal enemy, fo he will employ ev-

ery meafure which infernal policy can devife, to delude

us into fin, and plunge us into mifery. And he will

employ not only his own power and fubtilty for this

purpofe, but if he can find any of our fellow-creatures

bafe and wicked enough to become his tools and
agents, he will prompt and aflift them to delude and
betray their neighbours into fuch folly and wicked*

nefs as tends to plunge both themfeives and their

tempters, and even the innocent and unfufpecting in-

to infamy and ruin. Now as the works of fin are

works of darknefs, becaufe they are, in the manner
defcribed, the effects of the dark, deceithit and mali-

cious operations of Satan ; every one fliould be aware

of this y and avoid all fellowship with them.

But the fubtil devices and temptations of the Devil

are not the only fources of fin. The corrupt princi-

ples and paffions of men, are not only criminal in

themfeives, but the fprings of all kinds of practical

wickednefs ; and thefe principles and pailions are dark

and delufive. For men do not conilder and perceive

the evil nature and pernicious tendency of them ; and
therefore are feduced ±nd impelled by them into nu-
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merous crimes and vices. The appetites and pafiions

of men are reftlefs and craving, there is a pleasure in

gratifying them, and people are not fenfible that fucfo

a gratification, efpecially when 'tis irregular and ex*-

ceilive, is finful and ruinous* The profit or pleafure

which appetite and paffion propofe and promife to

men, infatuates their minds, and prevents their difcpw

ering the vexation and mifery into which they are

plunging. • Pallion is blind and violent, it rufhes for-

ward in the dark to the pofTeffion of its object, or the

accomplishment of its purpofe, without ever paufmg
to conlider their criminal nature, or their deftructive

confequences—Like children who cannot, or will not
?

believe that thofe fruits which they love can give them
ficknefs and pain, or that there can be any evil in get*.

ting them wherever they can come at them ; fo we are

naturally very unwilling to fee or believe that thofe

purfuits and practices which give us the poiTeflion or

the profpecl of advantage or pleafure, can be either

hurtful or criminal. That which does not difpleafe,

and feems not to injure ourfelves, we do not imagine
can be offenfive or hurtful to others j and we are ready
to be angry at them for refenting, oppofing or con-

demning it.

And we are apt to flatter and deceive ourfelves, by
giving fpecious and virtuous names «ven to our firtf

and vices. Thus fome people will call a difbelief and
contempt of all religion,free thinking, and liberty from
the prejudices of education and the yoke of fupcrfti*

tion. Lafcivioufnefs and debauchery they term ga|*

lantry—Rioting anddrunkennefs, good cheer—-Cheat*

ing and knavery, fkill and policy—Avarice and pai>

funony, prudence and ceconomy—Infult and revenge,

fpirit and courage—Groundlefs jealoufy and fufpicion

of rulers and magiftrates, political caution and watch*

tulnefs—-Oppofition to law and government, order and
fubordination, they mifcall patriotism, love of libert y,

and hatred of tyranny and oppremon. In thefe and
©ther inftances, too many perfons give falfc and flyr.-
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ferin'g titles to their criminal pafEons and practices*

fed i& cheat themfelves into a fond belief that they arc
real 'virtues* or at worft not ©dious vices.

On the other hand y they often give invidious and
reproachful names to moral virtues and chriftian

graces* and having thus dreffed them up in the garb
ot lavage beafts* they imagine themfelves warranted
to hunt them down with unrelenting artifice and vio-

lence—Or if they cannot by thefe means difguife and
conceal the €vil and deformity of their own vices, and
€*f their enmity and oppofition to the virtues of oth-

ers- they are ingenious to invent many plaufible excufes

to ibften and palliate the finfulnefs and abfurdity of
their fpirit and conduct. They will plead their pecu-

liar constitution,, their lingular drcumllanceSy the

Itrengtli of their paflions* the power of temptation,

ifa greatnefs of their provocations, with other pre-

tences and apologies too numerous to be mentioned*

'Mni ail this is frequently no better than pleading one
fin in excufe for another which, themfelves would
fee* did they confider and judge attentively and im-

partiallyy can afford them no ground of junification.

Their excufes are fuch as they would not accept from
§i>y one who had injured or offended them, and they

are fuch as cannot fcreen them from the charge of

Wickednefs, nor from fuffering its fatal confequences*

Some we hope will be offended at thefe obfervation*

and affertions i They are made, not from any defire to

Slacken human nature* or to reproach any particular

f?erfons * but from a defire to fhew to every one that

tho.it' fins and follies are works of darknefs, becaufe

ffey originate in error and delufion, are carried on by
Ignorance and felf-deception* and therefore tend the

more effectually to plunge the authors of them, before

lltey are aware of it, into ruinous guik and mifery.

lie who is not guilty cannot feel himfelf injured ; and
lie who is, fhould confider it as a part of friendship in

any one, to warn him againft thefe deeds of darknefs,

to exhort him to avoid them, and to hold no more



(
,

3* ')

V

fellowship with them than he would with, 3 mmi
poifonous ferpent, or malignant enemy.

But as people are apt to be blind and thoiightkQ

refpecling the fprings and caufes of their fins and yic.es,

fo they are ignorant or inconfiderate refpeqting ik&

beings or perfons who will be offended or injured bf
them.. They do not know, or they will not confide^

how greatly God is offended and provoked by tift&$p

tranfgreflions. And they are, perhaps, ready to wxm*
der why he fhould concern hirnfelf fo much with the

moral character and conduct, of mankind > And why
he fhould be fo much difpleafed a* paffions and action

fo agreeable to themfelves ; And to imagine that as lig

is infinitely good and gracious, he cannot be hjbcIi.

offended at them, or difpofed to punifh them with an/
great feverity. They do not duly eonfider that, aitho*

their fins and vices cannot harm and injure God, &&

they do mankind, becaufe he is infinitely above pain.

lofs or difappointment, yet as he is infinitely wife., juS
and holy, and has the moft perfedjb fenfe (if we may
fo exprefs it) of what is criminally foolifh, unjuft, bafe
xinreafonable and injurious, therefore he cannot avoi<|

being difpleafed with it :; *t|s contrary and odious i@

his very nature., and that nature tends to rnanifeit k.t§

oppofition to it, by frowning upon the perpetrators of
it, and by infliclting upon them a deferved puniihrnent^

As a parent is grieved and offended when his cjaildre^

and domeftics are perverfe, ungrateful and difobedie#i,?
and by their contention and violence difturb the peaeg

and order of his houfe, and bring trouble, difgrac^

and rnifery Upon his family, fo reafon and fcript.urr

teach us -that God jmuft be difpleafed and diifecw.iof,c4

when his rational offspring, who are his family, tie, by
their folly and wickednefs, bring difhonor., diigracs

and mifery upon this family, or upon any member-^
or eonfiderable branches <of k. And that very be-

nignity and kin dnefs which difpofe him to defire %®&
promote the purity, peace and happinefs of his ration---

#1 creatures, and of the JfeveraJ ' ibcietics into whi$&
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tfitey are formed, mull equally difpofe him to view
with difpleafure and abhorrence the fpirit and conduct

of thofe who bafely and wickedly difturb this peace,

iarnifh this purity, and deftroy this happinefs. Could
you fee a man cheating and defrauding one neighbour,

robbing and plundering another, abufing and murder-
ing a third, and not feel the rilings of indignation ?

Could you behold one acting the favage in his family,

infulting and abuiing the meeknefs and innocence of

an imploring wife, and committing outrage and cru-

elty upon his little harmlels playful children, and not

fiave your paffions kindle into a flame of wrath fuffi-

eient to confume fuch a monfter ? Could you behold

a ruffian mad with flaughter and luft, attempting to

violate the innocent face of youthful beauty, and the

facred honors of female chaftity, and not burn to re-

venge the intolerable outrage at the hazard of your
life ? And will you believe that a God of infinite juf-

tice and benevolence, can look upon thefe, and fimilar

crimes and vices, in all the deformity of their nature,

and mifery of their confequences, with a cold indiffer-

ence ? can infinite pity and mercy behold them with-

out kindling into wrath ? But God, you will fay, is

not affected with paffions like ours. He poffeffes, how-
ever, powers and perfections which correfpond to our
faculties andpaffions,though infinitely fuperior to them
in purity and perfection. Hence the fcriptures, by
way of accommodation to our narrow conceptions,

reprefent him as clothed with the organs and fenfes

of humanity ; hence the following impaffioned com-
plaints and addreffes :

<; They break in pieces thy peo-

ple, O Lord, and afflict thine heritage ; they Hay the

widow and the ftranger, and murder the fatherlefs
;

yet they fay the Lord (hall not fee, neither mall the

God of Jacob regard it." Mark the fubfequent ad-

drefs—" Underftand ye brutifh among the people,

arid ye fools when will ye be wife ? He that planted

the ear fhall be not hear ? He that formed the eye

{hall he not fee ? He that chaftifeth the heathen fhall
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hot he correct ? " He that teacheth man knowledge,

ihall not he know ?" Know what ? " The thoughts of

man that they are vanity." And the evil deeds of

man, that they are odious and deftru&ive ; that they

incenfe the anger of God, and tend to pull down upon
the heads of thofe who perfift in the perpetration of

them a dreadful weight of punifhment and perdition.

But it may be faid that the crimes defcribed in the

preceding paffage were very great and aggravated.

True ; and what if the crimes of foine at the prefent

day mould be found of equal magnitude ? muft they

not expec"r,if perfifted in, to meet an equal retribution?

But where they are fmaller they tend to increafe : one
fin leads to another, and that produces a third, and
the feries continues to augment, till the ftream of ,«»

wickednefs, which was thought to be fmall at firft,

fwells to a flood of iniquity ; and not only thole who E

firft fet it abroach, but others who were drawn in to

add to its torrent, are plunged into a fea of crimes, l r

and finally overwhelmed with a deluge of deftruc-

tiom
But though all this be true, yet mankind are re-

luctant to believe it. They wink it out of fight; they E
cannot think their fins are fo difhonorable or difpleaf-

ing to God, or that his wrath is incenfed againft ;£'

them. And when judgments and calamities befall

them, they do not confider or believe that they are

inflicted by the hand of Providence as the punifhment
of their fins, but they impute them to natural caufes,

and never duly confider the hand of God which give:?

direction^ energy and effect to thefe natural caufes ;

and therefore by undertaking to remove them, or to

guard againft them for the future, they make them-
felves eafy, and embolden themfelves to purfue the

fame vanities and vices, which have in reality, been
the moral grounds and caufes of all their fufferings

—

And thus by their thoughtlefsnefs, felf-flattery and
deception, they encourage themfelves to perfift in the

works and ways of darkncfs, (E)



( 34 )

Anb as they do not confider and believe how offen*

five thefe works are to God, fo neither do they per-

ceive how greatly they tend to injure and deftroy

themfelves and their fellow-creatures—For all fins and
vices, whatever flattering appearances they may af-

fume, and however they may allure us to the com-
million of them by promifes and profpects of profit,

honor and pleafure, are notwithstanding works of
darknefs in this additional refpecl:, that they lead to

trouble, fhame and mifery. Which obfervatibn brings

us to a particular confideration of the

sd. general quality of the works of darknefs,

that they are unfruitful-—That is, they areufelefs and
unprofitable, and even hurtful and pernicious.

Men do not generally, if ever, commit fin merely
for the fake of doing wickedly. No ; they are promp-
ted to it by the defire and expectation of forhe ad-

vantage, reward or pleafure. They flatter themfelves

with the profpecl of riches, honor and happinefs.

And they may probably gain fome temporary advan-

tage, fome fenfitive gratification from their fins and
vices. But thefe cannot be pure and permanent ; they

will fooner or later corrupt, and turn into gall and
poifon. People ate not fo happy as they exped to be

even in the very enjoyment of their vices. Great

care, vigilance and labour are commonly neceffary to

acquire the gratification of criminal inclinations. Guilt

and difappointment often attend, or immediately fol-

low them. Some thorn lies concealed beneath the

rofe, fome fling is fecreted in the honey of criminal

indulgence. Some vices are fcandalous and incur re-

proach and infamy. Some are expenfive and produce

want and poverty. All criminal excefles injure the

conftitution, and induce a weaknefs and diforder,

which blunt and finally deftroy the power of enjoy-

ment. Some crimes diflurb the public peace, oppofe

and violate government, injure the happinefs of fo-

ciety, and thence incur public punifhment and infa*

my—Or if they becomefo powerful and prevalent a$
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to defy the arm of government, and triumph over. its

authority, they muft foon deftroy all public order,

fafety and happinefs, and bring on a flood of univerfal

confufion and wretchednefs.

But after all that can be faid, people may not be

difpofed to believe that the works of darknefs are fo

unfruitful, or rather that they are exceedingly pro-

ductive of the fruits of fhame, vexation and mifery

—

But 'tis their duty and their intereft to believe it ; and
it may appear more obvious and certain, if we go on
to confider the influence which crimes and vices will

naturally have upon religion, uponfoeiety, and upon our

mora If fpiritual andfuture interefts and ciremvftances.

An d firft, with regard to the influence which wick-

ednefs will have upon religion.

If people indulge themfelves in fin, in neglecting

the truths and ordinances, and in difobeying the com-
mands of God ; if they allow themfelves to commit
fraud, injuflice, intemperance, lewdnefs, with other

fpecies of vice and wickednefs, they muft foon find, if

they do not renounce all thought and confideration,

that religion is againfl them ; that it condemns their

criminal purpofes, plans and practices, and threatens

them with punifhment, if they continue to purfue

them. What now can they do ? They muft either re-

nounce their fins, their favorite defigns and pleafures,

or they muft renounce religion, But they do not wifh

to do either of thefe ; nor to proceed with a painful

confeioufnefs of guilt and inconfiftency—They will

therefore endeavour to explain away the more rigid

parts of religion, and to model the remainder into

fuch a form as will correfpond with their inclinations,

And in accomplifhing this accommodating plan they

may eafily avail themfelves of the affiftance of a num-
ber of modern divines and philofophers-—But if they

are men of thought, they may probably find that with
all this afliftance, they cannot accomplifii their pur-

pofe ; that religion is too plain, determinate and in-

flexible, to be bent and moulded into fuch a form as
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will countenance their criminal pailions and practices.

So long as they profefs to believe the fcriptures to be
the word of God, they cannot eafily fatisfy themfelves

that they admit of their reconciling the oppofite in-

terefts and lervices of God and Mammon. They muft
therefore be again at a nonplus, and if they are deter-

mined to perfift in their fins, they muft perfuade them-
felves that the religion of the Bible is but a fable, and
fo utterly reject it—But they will not, probably, re-

nounce all religion, the chriftian religion only fliall

be facrificed at prefent, and the religion of nature

fhall be fpared, and extolled as needful and fufficient

to guide them in the way of iafety and happinefs.—

•

But they will not, they cannot under the influence of

their prefent views and principles, adhere to the dic-

tates of natural religion ; for this implies the belief of

a Supreme Deity, the Creator, Preferver and Governor
of all things ; a being ofinfinite and immutable pow-
er, wifdoni, holinefs, juitice, truth and faithfulnefs ;

who is prefent with all his creatures, and perfectly aicv

quainted with all their affections, words and actions.

But admitting the exiftence of a God of fuch perfec-

tions, and the reality of our relations to him, thecon-

fequence which is neceflarily drawn from this con-

ceflion by nature and reafon is, that this fupreme, all-

perfect being ought to be honored and worihipped,

loved and obeyed by all mankind. That he approves

virtue and condemns vice, loves righteoufnefs and
abhors iniquity. What then will become of the dif-

ciple of natural religion ? For that is as real an enemy
to his corruptions and vices as the revelation which
he has rejected. If he continues in the indulgence of

them Gipd may punifh him : he may ftill be in danger,

of temporal and eternal mifery. He has renounced
Revelation, the. only fource oflight and hope to fallen

fmners, and he can have no aflurance from the light

of nature that God will pardon his offences, that he
will not take vengeance on his iniquities, that the,

courfe of partial fm and fuffering which has commen-
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ced in this world, will not be extended, continued and

compleated in the world to come—He is launched oa
an ocean of doubt and darknefs, where gloomy fears,

fufpicions and prefages of evil mull haunt and agitate

his mind, and poifon all his pleafures. He muft there-

fore drown all thought in abfolute ftupirdity and for-

getfulnefs, or he muft renounce his fins and become a

virtuous and religious believer, or plunge into the

gulf of perfect infidelity and atheifm—That is, he muft
perfuade himfelf that there is no God ; or none that

te<rards the concerns or the actions of men, or who
will ever call them to an account for their crimes and
vices. And he will confequently deny the immortal-

ity of the foul, and the exiitence of any ftate of future

rewards or punifhments. He will believe that he is

nothing better than a reafoning brute ; that his foul

perifhes with his body, and rots and fleeps forever

with its kindred animals, in the duft of the earth.—
And now he has nothing to reftrain his vices, to curb

his luxury and riot, or deter him from any purfuit or

pleafure which his foul defjres. Upon his prefent

principles there is no law to reftrain him, no confid-

ence to fting him, no God to condemn him, no future

rewards or puniihments to animate his hopes or ex-

cite his fears-r^All his hopes and fears, his views and
profpects, joys and pleafures being confined to this

world, and his term of enjoyment being fhort and
uncertain, he will naturally be ftimulated to improve
it with ardor and activity. And to devote himfelf to

the gratification of fenlual appetite and pafiion as his

only happinefs, and to remove or bear down by arti-

fice or violence every obftruction, every opponent
which ftands in his way. And when men Jiave adop-

ted fuch dark, deluding and deftructive principles and
practices as thefe, what can reftrain them from the ex-

ceiTes of wickednefs and violence? Will a resrard to hon-.

pr, to humanity, or will the imprefiion of natural af-

fection reftrain them ? by no means, for the determin-

ed indulgence of wicked appetites and paflions will
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t&en exterminate every ufeful and laudable affection

ffom their hearts*—-Can they be controuled by the

force of law or the arm of civil government ? They
may be reitrained by thefe means from open, fcanda-

lons and deftructive crimes and vices, while their num-
bers are fmall ; but mould their numbers be increafed

and extended—-fhould they become the predominant
party, nauft not their principles and purfuits induce
them to refill and overthrow all legitimate, equitable

and efficient government, and to erect in the room of
It a government correfponding to their own principles

and paffions, managed and adminiftered by rulers and
magiftrates, impious and profligate like themfelves ?

Who would explode all religion, aboliih all divine

worfhip and ordinances, difcard .all juftice and equity,

violate all the principles of morality and humanity,
#n*d licence all crimes, every fpecies of bafenefs, treach-

ery, cruelty and oppreflion, except fuch as would be
destructive of their own authority, tyranny, luxury
and avarice* How inexpreflibly deplorable muft be

the condition of a people thus overrun with infidelity,

atheifm and wickednefs ? Curs'd with a government
without religion, without virtue, without -any regard

to God, or juftice and benevolence to man.
We do not aflert however %

that the works of dark-

n'efs, the deeds of error and wickednefs, when they

are adopted and purfued, always proceed to thefe

horrid extremes, but only that fuch are their natural

tendency and effects. Every vicious man is not an

avowed infidel or atheift ; but every vicious man,who
©bftinateiy perfifts in the commiffion of wickednefs,

muft, of courfe, become a practical infidel or atheift.

If he profefs, verbally, to believe the chriftian religion,

yet he denies it in heart and practice ; it makes little

or no impreffion on his mind, and has lefs influence on
Ms conduct—-and he who rejects chriftianity, and pro-

feffes to believe the religion of nature, either does not

-ynderftand it, or derives no influence from it—in

words he acknowledges God, but in works denies
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Mm. But although wickednefs adopted and pur&e^
does not always end in avowed infidelity and atheifrnf
yet its tendency to fuch an iffiie is ftrong, and it veiy
frequently terminates in it.* Now if the works o|

darknefs have fuch a pernicious influence u

* It is, I prefume, no violation of charity to aflert that there is great reafon to be-
lieve, that a large proportion of thofe who have renounced the chriftian religion, and
adopted the principles of deifm and infidelity, have been impelled to fuch a conduct by
their enmity to thofe doctrines, precepts and threatenings of chriftianity, which mor-
tified their pride, condemned fome favorite paffion or purfuit, and denounced vengeance
againft them if they dared to perfift in it—~And when they had once commenced delfts^

the ftep to total infidelity and atheifm, was eafy and natural-r—And if they have n<$:

avowedly taken it, yet they have difguifed and mifreprefented the character, the gov-
ernment and the laws of God, as alfo the nature, the condition, and deftination of maf
in fuch a manner, as to weaken and deftroy the principles and obligations of piety a$d
virtue. And they have yarnifhed oyer the deformity of vice, and even taught the

Jawfulnefs and expediency of it in fuch a degree, as to encourage and warrant mankind
in the unreftrained commiffion of it. If any one wifhes to fee this fubject iliuftrated h?

a clear and mafterly manner, he may eonfult Dr. Dwight's two fermons upon the na-
ture and danger of infidel Philofophy.

But the moft arreting and alarming image and example of the baneful influence

which the works of darknefs have upon religion, have been exhibited h.y the philofo-

phers of France, and by the leaders and governors of the French Republic, and othejj

principal characters in that nation. The errors and vices which had prevailed in that

kingdom previous to the revolution, had led many of its fubje&s to aJopt an infidel

and atheiftical philofophy. This philofophy was operative in producing the reyolu^

don, and was extended and confirmed by it, and the principal promoters of it, till finally

it burft forth like a flood in public acts and meafures hoftile and deftructive to all tHe

doctrines and institutions of religion, and to ail the principles of virtue, humanity, fin-

cerity and jufiice. As evidence of the truth of thefe afferuons, it may be fufficient £<?

read the accounts given in various publications, of the conduct of the French govern-,

ment towards their own fubjedts, and towards thofe ftates and kingdoms which baye
been invaded by their troops, or conquered by their intrigues and their arms. In thefe

publications we are affured by Inconteftable authority, that the French government have
decreed to abolish the altars of God, to deftroy the chriftian Sabbath, and .the
fa:red bonds of marriage*—that death is an everlafting fleep, and that an Inscription to

this effect be placed in capitals at the entrance of their grave yards i '.'That rhe Con-
vention folemnly renounced both the belief of a God, and the immortality,^f the fou;},

afferted that all religions were the daughters of ignorance and pride, and decreed the
publication of thefe fentiments in' all languages.

1
' <( The Supreme Being," fays ^

member of the committee of public inftruction, in an official report of that committee
to the national convention j f* The Eternal Being is no other than nature uncreated and
uncreatable j and the only providence, is the affociation of mankind in freedom and
equality. Man, when free, wants no other divinity than himfelf. Reafou^i thrones
both the kings of the earth, and the kings of heaven. No monarchy above, if we wifn

to preferve.our republic below. Volumes have been written to determine whether £
republic of atheifts could exift, I maintain that every other republic is a chimera. If
-you once admit the exigence of a heavenly fovereigf!, you introduce the wooden hor,fe»v
(that is an engine of deftruction) " within your walls. What you adore by day wtfl

be your deftruction by night. A people of theifts would necefftrily become a peopie

of revclationifts
, '—i, e. thofe who believe a God will believe divine revelation. If

the reader would wifli to obtain further information upon this fubject, let him pevn-.^

.among other publications, the appendix to Dr. Mofcsj/s. Thar;l,\f giving Scrmen, ilc'.ij

*red ph ,tij.e 2.c,th day 9/ Noyember. 179$.
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principles and the practice of religion ; if they induce
men to adopt the impious and dangerous errors of
infidelity and atheifm, errors which often lead men to

the moll fatal extremes of vice, licentioufnefs and
cruelty ; thofe who retain any fuitable fenfe of the

excellency, dignity arid importance of religion, mull
have a proportionable fenfe of the deadly nature and
tendency of thefe works of wickednefs, and of the

mdifpenfable duty and intereft of abftaining from all

fellowship with fuch deluding and deftrufeve prac-

tices.

And they will perceive ftill further realons for ab«

Gaining from them, if they go on to corifider in the

next place, the pernicious influence which error and
wickednefs will exert upon the ftate of civil fociety

and government;
And for this pUrpofelet them fuppofe that a people

or nation are, in a predominant meafure, wife, religi-

ous and virtuous, that they have a free, mild and
equitable government ; that their legillators and ma-
giftrates are wife, juft, faithful and benevolent. But
fuppofe further that the deeds of darknefs begin to

prevail among fuch a people in a degree uncommon,
and to be countenanced and practifed by a confidef-

able number of them ; that the leaven of infidelity,

atheifm, anarchy and confufion, begins to ferment and
fwell and threaten to burft from its confinement *

what will be their influence upon the ftate of fociety

and government ? Will it not be that thofe who are

moil infected with thefe evils, will begin to grow dif-

contented, reftlefs and turbulent ? that they will repine

at their own condition, and envy the profperity of

their neighbours ? And being ambitious of wealth,

honor and pleafure, and yet too ignorant or too idle to*

obtain them by lawful means, or to enjoy them in a

warrantable meafure, they will wifli to obtain them by
fraud, corruption and violence. Unawed by the au-

thority of God, unreftrained by the bonds of virtue

and religion, uninnuenced by the principles of modefty
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and humanity, they will wifh to give themfelves up
to the impulfe of their lufls and paffions ; but reftrain-

ed by numbers more virtuous than themfelves, they

will ftudy to corrupt and feduce them to the adoption

of their own principles. Check'd and embarraffed by
the majefty of the laws, and the authority of Govern-
ment, they will wifh to fubvert them. And being

emulous of places of honor, trull and profit, and ua«

able to rife to the poffeffion of them^'by fair and law-

ful means they will attempt to do it by flattery, falfe-

hood and treachery. Encouraged by the countenance
and the confidence of the idle, the reftlefs, the difap-

pointed, the embarraffed, and the vicious, prompted
and affifted by the intriguing influence, and the infidi-

ous policy of fome foreign power, they will endeavor
to dilfeminate their licentious and diforganizing prin-

ciples, and to form and execute the defign of a gener-

al and deflruclive revolution. For this purpofe they
will form clubs and fecret focieties, that they may the

more eafily and fafely mature their plans, fyftematize

their operations, propagate their fentiments, and pro-

mote an extenfive intercourfe between all the mem-
bers and branches of their fraternity. They will cir-

culate books of the mod impious principles and hurt-

ful tendency. They will aim to corrupt Printers and
Editors of Newfpapers, and induce them to fill their

various periodical publications with falfe reprefen ra-

tions, groundlefs furmifes, flanders and calumnies a-

gainft the moft virtuous, wife and dignified characters.

They will watch the Magiftrates and Minifters of

Government, mifconftrue their laws, condemn their

meafures, deprefs their virtues, magnify their imper-
fections, and endeavour to load their characters with
reproach and ridicule, that by fuch means, they may
weaken their influence, deftroy their authority, and
fruflrate all their operations for the order, fafety and
happinefs of the community. They will have the ad-

drefs, by procuring the fuffrages of the ignorant, the
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credulous and the artful, to introduce fome of their1

principal leaders into public bodies, and offices, of fu-

perior influence and importance ; who will there exert

themfelves with unremitted zeal, art and activity to

procure fuch meafures as will conduce to the profpe-

rity of their dangerous defigns, and to obftrucl and
fruftrate fuch as are for the real benefit and fecurity

of their country. By thefe and other arts of fubtilty

and darknefs, too various and complicated to be mi-
nutely traced or defcribed, they will extend and ripen

their plans of iniquity, till they begin to difcover them-
felves in an open and hoftile oppofttion to the laws,

the officers and friends of government, and to break
out in fedition, insurrection and rebellion. And thefe,

if not fuppreiled by the arm of military power and
juftice, will open the door to an army of foreign inva-

ders from that land of pretended light and liberty,

which, with a monftrous and cruel abfurdity, profeffes

to give freedom to mankind at the point of the bay-

onet—But wo to that people, to that nation which is

doomed to accept the bondage of fuch a freedom. By
the malignant force of its devouring influence, her

government is mbverted, her liberties are deftroyed,

her fathers are murdered or driven into banifhment,

her peace and fafety are annihilated, her religion is in-

fulted and trampled under foot, her houfes are plun-

dered and burnt, her matrons and virgins are violated,

and her helplefs children and harmlefs infants do not

efcape the edge of the bloody fword. Is this a picture

too dark and gloomy to be juft ? Is it not rather, but

an imperfect, reprefentation of the difmal calamities

which have been realized by thofe European countries

which have experienced the fatal effects of the works
of darknefs in the fulnefs of their policy and power ?

But however dreadful and deflrucKve thefe 'effects

may be upon the natural and civil privileges and en-

joyments of a people, yet we may go on to obferve in

the I'q/l place , that they exert an influence flill more ca-

amitous and deplorable upon their fouls, and their
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jjioral, fpiritual and future interefts and circumftariccs.

For ignorance, 'infidelity and wickednefs, in pro-

portion to their power and prevalence, blot out from

the minds and hearts of men, all remaining fparks of

light and virtue, honor and humanity, warrantable

hope and comfort, and degrade and carnalize them
into the worft kind of brutes and favages. For how
poor, how defpicable, how miferabie and pitiable an

animal is man, without a God, without a foul, and

without any defire, hope or profpect of immortality !

Blind and ignorant in himfelf, he rejects divine reve-

lation, the only fource of light, of certainty, of direc-

tion and confolation to fallen finners. Weak and help-

lefs by nature, unable to guide, to fupport and defend

himfelf, or to obtain or fecure to himfelf the poffeflion.

cr enjoyment of honor, fafety or happinefs, he re*

nounces all belief and confidence in that God whofe
paternal power, wifdom and mercy are alone fufficient

to fuftain, protect and comfort him, in this dreary

wildernefs of labors, dangers, fnares and fuiferings,

Incapable of the pleafures of rational fociety, of the

joys and refinements of friendship, of virtue, piety and
internal peace and harmony, he feeks his whole hap-

pinefs in the tranfient, intermitting gratifications of
fenfitive appetite and pafiion ; in the eager and lawlefs

purfuit of which, by endeavouring to bear dow n every

perfon who obitructs his progrefs, he becomes an en*

emy to every man, and makes every man an enemy
to himfeif,and thus embroils himfelf in endlefs anxiety*

embarrailment and danger— In love with exiftence,

and clinging to it with an ardent wiili of its everlaft*

ing duration, he ftrangely rejects the belief of his owq
immortality, or treats it with indifference and con*

tempt ; and confents to exchange it for the momen-*
tary pleafures of this world, and finally to link into

everlailing nothingnefs and oblivion ; or to rifk the

mifering of eternal defpair and mifery. If he die in

ignorance and ftupidity, he can fee nothing before him
but the dark and dreary gulph of endlefs annihilation.*
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But if reafon and conference mould awake, at laft, to

the belief of a God, of religion, and of a future ftate

of eternal rewards and punifhments, how muft his

foul be agitated with anguifh' and terror? His paft

crimes and vices in long and dreadful order, rife up to

his affrighted view ; God from above frowns uoon his

guilty foul, and perdition from beneath yawns wide
to receive him. How dreadful, at the awful tribunal

of God, will be his account for reafon dethron'd, con-

fcience abus'd. virtue intuited, religion profaned, def-

pifed and rejected ; talents and privileges perverted,

and every thing precious and facred treated with con-

tempt and outrage ? Then the poor, miferable crea-

ture will find, to his forrow and amazement, that there

is a God of infinite majefty, truth and juftice, whofe
boundlefs love and mercy he has defpifed and rejected,

and whofe awful wrath is incenfed againft him. Then
he will find that he has a foul which muft exift for-

ever to endure the juft punifhment of his wickednefs.

And how will he lament with tears of anguifh and
felf-condenination, that he did not repent, believe and
obey the wife and holy commands and counfels of

God ? That he did not lecure, through the merits and
intercefiion of a merciful Saviour, the final enjoyment
of eternal life and happinefs ? How will he lament that

by perfiiling in the works of darknefs, he has found,

by the bittereft experience, that they are fruitful in

nothing but unutterable infamy, anguifh and defpair ?

And how will he wifh, like the rich voluptuous fen-

fualift in the parable, to fend a meffenger from the

dead, to warn his vicious infidel companions, ' to re-

pent and abandon their wicked works, left they fhould

bring them to the place of intolerable torment ?

And now what more profitable improvement can we
make of our whole difcourfe, than to fuffer ourfelves

to be led by it in the

i ft. place, to ferious reflection and enquiry how
far, and in what inftan.ces, we ourfelves have been

guilty of holding fellowfhip, in any degree, with the
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works of darknefs. We are not willing, perhaps, to

acknowledge that we have been guilty, or to enter in-

to a Uriel: and impartial examination of our paft fpirit

and conduct, left it mould prefent to our minds a fub-

jeer, of painful mortification. For muft we not all

confefs, that we have been chargeable, more or lefs,

witjj the commiffion of fin, or the neglect of duty ?

We may apprehend that others are more criminal

than ourfelves ; and if this were admitted to be true,,

yet are we intirely innocent ? Every fin is a work of

darknefs; and from every fin,themoft wife and virtuous

dare not claim a perfect freedom. They have reafoa

to bewail their many faults and offences with tears of

humility and repentance. And if the beft are not free,

how many criminal vanities, and aggravated tranf-

grefiions, have others to deplore? And however dif-

agreeable and mortifying the work of reflection and
repentance may be, yet 'tis abfolutely neceflary to be

done ; and we are bound to be fincere and faithful in

the performance of it.

And we are folemnly called upon this day, not only"

by our civil Fathers, but by reafon, by confeience. by
the word of God, and by the perilous circumitances of

our ccfuntry/ and even of the whole chriftian world,

penitently to remember our fins, and to bewail them,

before God with deep humility and contrition. We
are a people whom God hath been pleafed to diftin-

guifli with privileges and benefits, civil and religious,

great in their nature, their number, their magnitude
and variety. And whom he hath placed in a fltuation,

and under advantages, to cultivate and improve vir*

tue, religion, national peace, liberty, dignity and hap-

pinefs to a degree of perfection feldom or never expe-
rienced. And have we been fuitably grateful to him
for thefe invaluable bleilinffs r Have we made fuch an
improvement of them as he mi^ht reasonably,expect ?

Have we not been ungrateful and in fen Able of his fa-

vours ; and converted them into means of pride, van-
ity and extravagance ? Have not irreligion, infidelity,
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profanity, intemperance, impurity and licentioufnefs,

with other vices, too greatly prevailed in our land ?

And have they not provoked the difplea:ure of God
againft us ? Many of our capital towns and cities have
been vifited with fuch peftilential difeaies, as have
bafRed the fkill of Phyficians, and fwept off multitudes
to their graves. And are not thofe towns and cities

afflicted ftili with painful apprehenfioas of the return
of thefe fatal diforders ?

Beside 9, a powerful nation, a terrible republic, fub-

til in its intriguing policy, unjuft in its aggreffions and
demands, and cruel in its attacks and injuries ; a re-

public which God feems to have railed up for a fcourge

to a flnful world, is let loofe upon our trade and com-
merce, to defpoil us of our property, abufe, imprifon

and flaughter our brethren, and drag us into -the ca-

lamities of a lingular and diflreffing war—And if fim-

pie war, with its ufuai antecedents and concomitants,

were her only object, fhe might juftly be lefs dreaded
;

but that which is peculiarly griev >us and alarming, is,

that her principles of infidelity, atheifm, licentioufnefs

and anarchy are diffeminated, and have made, we have
reafon to fear, an awful progrefs in our land : Threat-

ening, by their baleful influence, to corrupt our citi-

zens, fubvert our government, deftroy our liberty,

independence and happinefs, and involve us in a dif-

mal fcene of cohfufion and wretchednefs. This has

been her avowed and conflant practice, to fend for-

ward a hoft of infidel, diforganizing principles as pion-

eers to prepare the way for her introduction into thofe

ftates and nations, which fhe intended to conquer by
her arms, and humble to her will. And by thefe

means me is attempting to accomplifh her cruel pur-

pofes againft thefe United States. Ever fince they

formed a connection with her, /fhe has been laboring

by artifice and intrigue, to render them dependent on
h;er power, and fubject to her will. And fince her re*

volution, and the war of plunder and oppreflion which

file has carried on againil all the nations in her neigh*
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bourhood, 'tis more apparent than ever, that fhe In-
formed and maintains a fixed and deliberate defign,
to gain, as flie has over other ftates and kingdoms,**!*
abfolute afcendency over our government, our public
meafures and councils, our liberty, commerce and
riches, and render them fubfervient to her defigns of
ambition, conqueft and luxury. And {he has had, and
probably has at this moment, her agents and emiilaries
in the very bofom of our country ; but thefe could ef-
fecT: nothing, were it not that too many of our own
citizens are enough infatuated to efpoufe her caufe,
and to endeavour to give energy and fuccefs to her
ruinous influence—And this myftery of iniquity and
darknefs, operating fometimes by fecret artifice, and
fometimes by open force, tends and threatens to pro-
duce all the deadly fruits and confluences, wliick
have been already defcribed.

This being our fituation, and thefe our circumftan-
ces, what is to be done ?

We muft in the 2d place, improve our fubjed tiy
bringing it home to our own hearts, confciences ani
concerns. We muft be effectually rouzed and excited
by the numerous and powerful motives and confeder-
ations which it has prefented to our view, to renounce
all fellowship with fin, all communion with the -work*
of darknefs

; and to bear a firm and unequivocal tefti-
mony againft all error, infidelity, impiety and wicked-
nefs, and againft all the means and meafures winch
are purfued againft the laws, the government, the
honor independence and fafety of our country. We
muft labor by all fuitable means to promote and cul-
tivate union and harmony in our religious and politi-
cal fentiments and opinions. The wifeft, the ableft,
the molt virtuous and faithful patriots and friends to
our country muft be chofcn for legislators, magiftrates
and minifters of government. And when they are
chofen and appointed, we muft give them our appro-
bation, our refped and confidence—We muft encou-
rage and promote, to the utmoft of our power, mum*
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attachment and confidence between fubjects and rulers,

and endeavour to avoid and fupprefs whatever tends

to weaken and deitrov them. We muft encourage

and promote meafures of public fafety and defence by
our countenance and approbation, and endeavour by
fteady and vigorous exertions to give them energy
and effect.

But it mould be our principal concern to fecure the

prefence and blefTmg of God. And for this purpofe,

let me repeat it, we mull reflect upon our part offen-

ces, our finfulnefs of heart and life, and cordially re-

pent of them before him, imploring and obtaining his

forgivenefs through the mediation of Jems Chrift

—

We muft confide in his infinite mercy, and labor, by
his afiilting grace to renounce our errors and vices, to

reform our lives and manners, and to yield a fincere

and uniform obedience to his will. By tliefe means
we may confidently hope to obtain the favour, fup-

port and protection of that Being who is infinitely

powerful, wife and good ; and if he be for us, who can

be againft us to any effect ? Guarded and defended by
his almighty providence and grace, though a count -

lefs holt of enemies, or even of demons, mould encamp
againft us, we need not fear either their policy or

their power.

And thefe moral and political meafures of defence

and fafety mould be adopted in earneft and in feafon.

Nothing in concerns of fuch importance, can be more
ftupid and dangerous than procraftination and delay.

For matters feein to be drawing towards a crifis preg-

nant with confluences of the higheft magnitude and
importance. It may not, perhaps, be long, before the

intereiling point will be determined, whether we mail

remain a free, independent and happy nation, or whe-
ther we mall fall a prey to the force of artifice and de-

lusion, yield to the horrors of civil war, of foreign in-

vafion, and fink under the weight of violence and ty-

ranny into a gulph of flavery and ruin. 'Tis time

therefore for every friend to the religion, to the gov-



C 49 )

eminent and fafety of his country, to come forward,

and take a vigorous and decided part in her favour.

'Tis time for all thofe, who, through ignorance, mis-

information, or impofttion have been betrayed to en-

courage and promote fuch men and meafures as are

hoftile to our country, to examine them, to difcover

their criminal and mifchievous nature and tendency,

and in fpite of every motive of pride, refentment,

party-fpirit or connection, to renounce them forever.

But perhaps fome perfons may think that thefe are

all vain and groundless alarms ; and there is no reafon

to apprehend events fo pernicious and deplorable.

—

But certainly fuch perfons muft be inattentive and
uninformed ; or being well informed, they do not

judge honeftlyand impartially of the real ftate of things

and the obvious caufes we have for painful apprehen-

lion. They certainly judge and act under the influence

of fome prejudice or pafllon which blinds and perverts

their judgment and conduct. We do not wifh or de-

fign to cenfure or alarm any one without caufe.—Nor
do we wifh any to depend merely on our aifertions :

But we wifh them to feek the means of information,

to read what has been written, to confider what has

been acted, and to examine and weigh them deliber-

ately and impartially, and then judge for themfelves.

We wifh them to know and confider the conduct of

the French government towards thofe nations which
they have deceived by their profeffions, enfnared by
their intrigues, and conquered by their arms—The de-

ftruction they have made of their rights and liberties,

the countlefs millions of treafure they have extorted

from them by artifice and violence, and the defolation

and mifery they have fpread among them by plunder

and opprefiion. We wifh them to confider the inju-

ries they have offered to the government and people

of thefe United States—The depredations they have

committed on our commerce ; the infult and cruelty

with which they have treated our brethren, and the

G
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indignities they have offered to our AmbafTadors of

peace : They refufed to accredit them, they labored to

enfnare them, they infidioully demanded of them
loans and gratuities to a vaft amount.* We wife
them to confider the reftlefs activity, the unremitted
diligence which the emhTaries and partifans of France
in this country have exerted to difgrace our rulers, and
weaken their authority, to obftrucl: the meafures of
our government, to detach the people from their af*

fection and adherence to it, to poifon their minds with
principles of infidelity, error, anarchy and treafon, and
fUr them up to infurre£tion and revolt—Such an in-

furregion was excited fame years paft in the frontiers

of Pennsylvania, to fupprefs which, fubjected the na-

tion to a million of dollars expence—another has actu-

ally begun to difcover itfelf in the fame ftate.f We
wifh people to confider thefe alarming facts and ap-

pearances, and then candidly to judge, whether we
have not too many reafons for painful appreheniion ;

though not, I trull, for depreffion and discouragement

—And we wifh them to carry their confederations ul*

timately into a ferious channel, and to improve them
as motives of humiliation, repentance and reformation,

whereby the anger of God may be averted, and the

fmiles of his favour and bleffing may return.

But that there mould be any perfons in this coun-

try, who claim the name and the privileges of Ameri-
* Whoever wHhes for further information upon the foregoing fubje£rs, and a fuller

evidence of the truth of the obfervations which have been made, may read Mr. Har-
per's obfervations on the difpirte between the United States and France : In which
they will find that Che Ehitch have been plundered by France of fifty-two millions of
dollars in lefs than two years, under the name of amity and alliance. And that eftates

were confifcated in Belgiurn, by the fame power, to Che amount of two1 hundred and

fifty millions of dolTars—*And that in 1795.' it was computed that two millions of per-

iods had been mallacred in France during- the revolution. And they may read a fliort

hiftpvy of the revolution in the republic of Geneva, efted'ted by the artifice and violence

of France, They may read the hiltory of the fubjugation of Switzerland, by Mallet
vv Pan ; alfo the difpatches of our Envoys to the French republic. An 1 they may
enquire whether a Tare account in our public papers be not founded upon fufficient au-

thority, which ftates that the French have extorted from the leveral nations which

they have overun by their troops, or fubjecled to their power, the enormous fum of

ilxteen hundred millions of pounds, exclunve of the property thi y deftroyed by plun-

der, fire and fword, They may enquire alfo whether it be not true that the French

ciuifers, officers and agents, have treated our maritime brethren with great infult and

cruelty.

•\ k hasAnce*. as all have underftood, been happily fuppref&d,
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cans, and who know and confider all thefe things, and
yet remain carelefs and unconcerned ; nay more, that

there fliould be any (and can it be queftioned whether
there are fuch ?) who knowing and confidering them,

do rather enjoy them, and wifh for an entire revolu-

tion in our government, and alteration in our circum-

ftances, effecited by that foreign influence, fo much and
fo juftly dreaded by others, is really quite aftoniming !

What advantages they can expect from fuch a revolu-

tion, or how they can hope to efcape the difmal ca*

lamities which muft inevitably attend, and follow it,

is wholly unaccountable—That fome may efcape them,
^nd that a few may obtain, by means of them, a great

acceffion of power, riches and luxury, is not impofll-

ble. But could they be contented to hold thefe advan-

tages with a fpirit of bafe fervility to the arbitrary

domination of French mailers ? Could they be fo des-

titute of all principles of virtue, honor and humanity
as to riot in the fpoils of their country ? Can they be-^

hold the ruin of their nation, the fubverfion of its

government, the difgnice, banlfhment or death of its

legiflators and magistrates, the deftruction of its com-
merce, the diffipation of its riches, the poverty and
mifery of its fubje&s, without anguifh and diiirefs J

Can they contemplate without pity and terror, even
in imagination, the bloody fiend of civil war, attended

by the cruel arms of a foreign foe, ftalking over the

once happy plains of America, burning her towns and
villages, flaughtering her fons, polluting the venerable

heads of the aged, and the fair and lovely forms of
the young, with bloody outrage or brutal iuft ; and
filling all places, once the retreat of facial la,bor, hap-

pinefs and love, with tears and groans, defolation and
death \ if they can, their hearts, muft be- harder than a*

rock of adamant

!

But fare, it may be faid, we have no reafon %% exn
peel fuch dreadful fcenes.

They have been realifed in Germany, in Belgium*

and in Switzerland, and who can promife that they
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ftruments fliould fuccefsfully operate and finally pre-

vail ?*

How much reafon therefore have we for the exer-

cife of repentance, virtue and holinefs ? For union iii

heart and practice in the caufe of our religion, our
government and our country? and to ftudy by all

means to fecure the favour and protection of God,
that he may never fuffer us to fall a prey to fuch over-

whelming calamities.

And now to conclude : Since this world is fubjeft

to fuch agitations, convulfions and miferies ; fiilcc

thofe places and nations where peace, fafety and hap-

pinefs were moll reasonably to be expected, are not

exempted from great troubles and afflictions ; and
iince all ftations and circumftances are fubjecl: to loffes,

difappointments and diftreffes, 'tis in vain to expect

* As every perfon into whofe hands thefe difcourfes may fall, may not have had

opportunity to read the charge given by the Bifliop of Landaff to the Clergy of his

Diocefe, I will take the liberty to prefent a few pafTages of it to their view ; as they

are fuited to confirm and iliuftrate in a clear and forcible manner, the obfervations and

affertions which have been made above. The Bifliop, who is a man of great ability,

knowledge and candour, who is in the beft fituation to obtain accurate accounts of the

fpirit and conduct of the French—thus addreffes himfelf to his hearers :

" You will not, I think, be guilty of a breach of chriftian charity in the ufeofeveit

harfh language, when you explain to them [your people] the cruelties which the

French have ufed in every country which they have invaded, for no language can

reach the atrocity of the fact. They every where promife protection to the pooreft of
every thing which they poffefs ; they plunder their cottages, and they fet them on
fire, when the plunder is exhaufted ; they torture the owners to difcover their wealth,

and they put them to death when they have none to difcover j they violate females of

all ages j they infult the hoary head, and trample on all the decencies of life. This
is no exaggerated picture ; whoever has read the accounts of the proceedings of the

French in Suabia, in Holland, in Italy, in Switzerland, know it is not,"

In another paragraph he afks, " Are the French coming here to enrich the nation ?

Will they pay attention to the poor of this country, when they have fo many thoufands

of infinitely poorer perfons in their own ? Will they reward their feditious adherents

amongft us ? Yeas, they will reward them, as all hiftory informs us, fuch traitors ev-

er have been rewarded—they will reward them with contempt, pillage, beggary, flav-

t:ry and death. The nation will be ruined by exorbitant impofitions ; our naval power

will be deftroyed ; our commerce transferred to France ; our lands will be divided (not

amongft thofe who wickedly covet their neighbours goods) but amongft the French

foldiers, who will be every where ftationed, as the Roman foldiers were of old, to awe
the people, and collect the taxes ; the flower of our youth will be compelled to ferve in

foreign countries, to promote the wicked projects of French ambition—Great Britain

will be made an appendage to continental defpotifm.'' " And after fcas of blood have

been fhed, millions of lives loft, towns plundered, villages burned, and unutterable ca-

lamity has been endured by perfons of all ranks j after all this is done, what advan»

tages will you have obtained beyond what you now poflefs ?,'*
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reft and happiiiefs in the prefent ftate ; his in vain to

expect them in any ftate but that where we fhall be

totally delivered from fin, and all its baleful effects*

With what earneftnefs and diligence ihould ws there-

fore exert ourfelves to mortify our corruptions, tx>

cultivate virtue and holinefs, to obtain the bleffin^s

and comforts of falvation, and a fixed and animating

profpect of eternal reft and happinefs in the kingdoni
of Glory ?

A firm belief that God reigns, that he overules aire}

orders all creatures, actions and events in this world
f

with infinite wifdom, rectitude and goodnels ; an un-
referved confidence in his mercy, a free accefs to his

throne of grace, and a cheering hope of final intro-

duclion to his prefence in glory, will ferve to mitigate

our fears and fufferings, to fupport us under all the?

trials and afRitlions of the prefent ftate, and reconcile

us to the idea of bidding it an everlafting adieu.

then let us have recourfe to the fupports and confo*

lations of religion. Let us ftudy to poffefs and increafe

that faith which will prove an anchor to the foul &~

inidft all the ftorms of calamity and temptation by
which we are agitated on the boifterous ocean of this

world : And then we fhall finally arrive fafe at the ha-

ven of eternal reft, where no enemies will affault us,

no temptation feduce us, no fin nor fuffering oppreft

our hearts with forrow and diftrefs ; but uncloude*!

light, liberty, glory and .bleffednefs fhall elevate and
tranfport our fouls for ever and ever.

Amen*
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